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We have no burglars in the Royal Borough - as you would expect.  What 
we do have, is ‘opportunist thieves’. 
 
They are out there 24 hours a day, 7 days a week looking for us to make 
a mistake and leave them with an opportunity for crime.  That could be a 
car left unlocked - they just walk along rows of parked cars trying the 
handles.  If one is unlocked they search it and take perhaps, the loose 
change left in the car for parking or sunglasses. 
 
Re houses, they look for windows left open, no car on a driveway, 
empty drive and gates left open, side gates to gardens with no visible 
locks - no burglar alarms. 

 
Houses with less than immaculate, locks which are not new and 

shiny - signs of neglect. 
 

No burglar alarm. 
 
Their preferred option is always the back of a house, where they can 
work unseen.  Patio doors are made of ‘toughened glass’ - for safety, but 
with the twist of a screwdriver in the corner, the whole thing shatters, just 
as a car windscreen does.  This of course, is silent and would not be 
heard by neighbours - who might hear normal glass being broken. 
 
Once inside, the thief will only be there, on average for 5 minutes.  
The first few minutes is taken up with finding an exit route, should you 
return.  If they have climbed in through a window, they do not want to 
exit that way in a hurry, in case they cut themselves and leave DNA 
evidence.  So - they look for door keys.  If they find them - left in the lock 
or in a key rack, they open a rear door in readiness.  They then go to the 
front door and put on the door chain.  If you return, you cannot get in and 
will be confused and rattle the door - giving them time to escape. 
 
3 minutes in, they will make for the master bedroom.  Dressing table and 
bedside tables - looking for jewellery / cash.  They will remove a 
pillowcase from a bed and just throw stuff in - they only have a minute or 
so left.  If the house belongs to someone elderly, they will remove the 
mattress.  They search chests of drawers, from the bottom up.  They 
throw the entire contents across the room.  If there is cash, jewellery in a 

 



drawer, they will see or hear it.  They are not going to clean up the 
mess, so they don't care how much they make. 
 
After the master bedroom, it is kid’s rooms for laptops, play stations, 
iPods, CDs, DVDs and computer games - all readily saleable. 
 
On their way downstairs, they will pull out everything from an airing 
cupboard - people hide things between the sheets and towels. 
 
The next room would be an office / study if there is one.  Bank 
statements, bills, pass books, pension details, anything that could be 
used, to steal your identity. 
 
Then the living room, for any valuable ornaments, silver, porcelain 
frames etc. 
 
Lastly, the kitchen.  The contents of all kitchen cabinets are tipped out 
across the room.  If there are tea caddies / fake baked bean tins, 
containing cash, they will hear them.  Fridges / freezers - all tipped out.  
People hide jewellery in fridges ! 
 
Then they leave and often catch public transport to their next destination 
- someone may have seen and reported a car parked up suspiciously.  
Please remember – they can steal much more of your property if they 
can exit through a door, rather than climbing back out through a small 
window. 
 
So - as you can see - the 5 minute principal.  Anything you do not 
want to be stolen, must be hidden, where it will take a thief more 
than 5 minutes to find ! 
 

Even simpler - get an alarm and use it. 
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